HIS ROMANTIC NOVELS
//
turally excited. However, with "La Derniere e " he was not so fortunate, as both versions — one which appeared in 1823 and the other in 1824 — re published at his own cost. Nevertheless, he 3 no illusions about the worth of his books, j'Heritiere " being, he says, a " veritable cochon-:ie litteraire," while " Jean-Louis " has " several her funny jokes, and some not bad attempts character, but a detestable plot." [n the same year, 1822, he writes one of his droll, seeching letters to beg M. and Mme. Surville help him out of a great difficulty, and to write e volume of " Le Vicaire des Ardennes " while
•whites the other, and afterwards fits the two Aether. The matter is most important, as he has ^noised Pollet to have two novels, " Le Vicaire " d " Le Savant " — the latter we never hear of ain — ready by October 1st. It is necessary
be specially quick about " Le Vicaire," partly cause Auguste, his collaborator, is writing a vel of the same name, and Balzac's production ist come out first, and also for the joyful reason it he will actually receive £24 in ready money - the two books, the further £56 following in Is payable at eight months. What do the Sur-les think about it ? He throws himself on their nerosity, though he is afraid Laure will never mage to write sixty pages of a novel every day. pparently the Survilles, or at least M. Surville — c it is certain that the devoted Laure would have :>rked herself to death to help Honore — did nottible ascendency of mindtent, except for occasional comment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
